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Player Pennants 
(12" x 30") + SRP $4.00 


Die Cut Magnet Clot Cp 
(4 1/2" x 8 1/2") * SRP $4.50 oisonne ins 
Static Clings (1 1/4") * SRP $6.00 


License Plates 
(12" x 30") + SRP $3.00 


Static Clings 
(4 1/2" x 8 1/2") * SRP $2.50 
Street Signs 
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Locker Room Signs Car Logo Signs 
(8 1/4" x 19") « SRP $7.50 (8 1/4" x 19") + SRP $9.00 
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Garage Signs 
(8 1/4" x 19") + SRP $10.00 


DRIVERS AVAILABLE: 


2 RUSTY WALLACE 20 TONY STEWART 44 KYLE PETTY 

4 BOBBY HAMILTON 21 ELLIOTT SADLER 45 ADAM PETTY 

5 TERRY LABONTE 22 WARD BURTON 55 KENNY WALLACE 
6 MARK MARTIN 24 JEFF GORDON 60 GEOFFREY BODINE 
7 MICHAEL WALTRIP 24 JACK SPRAGUE 7| DAVE MARCIS 

9 JERRY NADEAU 25 WALLY DALLENBACH 75 TED MUSGRAVE 

10 RICKY RUDD 26 JOHNNY BENSON 93 DAVE BLANEY 

12 JEREMY MAYFIELD 33 KEN SCHRADER 94 BILL ELLIOTT 

16 KEVIN LEPAGE 36 ERNIE IRVAN 97 CHAD LITTLE 

17 MATT KENSETH 43 JOHN ANDRETTI 99 JEFF BURTON 


18 BOBBY LABONTE JOHN FORCE 
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Dealer Inquiries Welcome www.wincraft.com 
1-G00-533-8000 0n 124 W. sch Street + Winona, MN 55987 


WinCraft Inc, A GREAT PLACE TO WORK! 


Service Menu 


Tire Mountiifg/& Balancing 
Complete Brake Service 
Suspension Service & Repair 

a Compuferized Alignment 

7 Shôcks and Struts 

— XEat Repair and Balancing 
2 O9. 5 Custom Wheels 
7. Radiator Service 

ube, Oil and Filter 


Like No Other Tire Store... 
www.tiresplus.com™ _ 
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Welcome to the final Minnesota State Fair auto race of the century. The State 
Fair's Labor Day auto race classic is one of the fair's oldest, fastest, loudest 
and most colorful traditions. Today, you'll see the top stars of the American 
Speed Association competing on the finest half-mile track in the country. 


After the checkered flag drops, please stay and enjoy the 1999 edition of the 
Great Minnesota Get-Together. The fair's hard-working staff has produced an 
incredible program of agriculture, entertainment, exhibits, food and fun. We 
hope you'll find this year's fair to be one of the best ever. 


Thanks for attending. Enjoy the race! 


EK 


Jerry Hammer 
Executive Vice President 


Re-Live The 1999 Season! 


ELKO Speedway, 
Raceway Park, 
Cedar Lake, 
LaCrosse, 

B.LR., 

Mure! 


Stories & Stats 


and 
COLOR 
PHOTOS! 
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Cit State Zi 
Reserve your à mS. 
Send Check or Money Order for $4.00 + $1.00 

copy now of the for shipping & handling to: 

A * Minnesota's Racing Connection 
Midwest Hacing P.O. Box 14413 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Yearbook and save 


Orders must be received by Nov. 15, 1999 to be eligible for 20% discount. 
Yearbooks will be mailed out by the first week of December. Normal retail 
price is $5.00 


20% off the cover price. 


AMERICAN SPEED ASS ATIC B 
ASA Officials j 


President Rex Robbins 
Executive Vice President Brian Robbins 


Vice President of Sales & Marketing Mark Gender 


Secretary/Treasurer Becky Robbins 

Dir. of Corporate Planning & Development Lex 
Dudas 

Director of Sales & Marketing Services Steve 
Farmer 

Managing Editor of Publications Ross Wellman 
Media Director Mike Miller 

Promotions Director Eric Bunn 

Corporate Services Manager Kay Gundrum 
Internet Administrator Johnathon Womacks 
Facilities Manager Mike Jones 

Public Relations Ken de la Bastide 
Registration Kelly de la Bastide 

Scoring Jack Kolpack 

Chief Technical Inspector Joe Walters 

Pace Car Driver Jim Haun 

Flag Man Dan Spence 

Technical Official Joe Balash 

Technical Official Tom Elrod 

Technical Official Fred Mehlum 

Technical Official Dennis Murphy 

Technical Official Danny Spence, Jr. 
Technical Official Terry Legried 

Staff Photographer Al Fortner 


Minnesota State Fair Race Officials 
Executive Vice President Jerry Hammer 
Entertainment Coordinator Chris Tahti 

Safety Operations Mark Bonstrom 

Color Commentator Jack Albinson 

Pace Cars Iten Chevrolet and ASA Pontiac 

Wreckers Mark's Towing 

Fire Protection St. Paul Fire Department Personnel 


and special thanks to Inver Grove Heights Fire 
LL elco 
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Souvenir Pro: 
Publisher Rob Hahn | 
Graphic Design & Lay-out artist Martin DeFries 
Contributing Photographers Martin DeFries, Al 
Fortner, Rob Hahn, Bob Milner, and Mark Strausser. 
Historical photos courtesy of the Minnesota State Fair 
Museum. 

Cover photos and design Martin DeFries 
Special thanks to Mike Miller and Kristopher Julius of 
ASA and Amanda Engquist, Gale Frost and Chris Tahti 
at The Minnesota State Fair. 


The Minnesota State Fair Souvenir Race Souvenir 
Program is published by Hahn Publications, Inc. All 
material is copyrighted 1999 and may not be repro- 
duced without permission. Additional copies can be 
obtained by sending $6 to Hahn Publications, PO 
Box 14413, St. Paul, MN 55114. 


Cheerios 


SURE START for your heart. 


a, A diet low in saturated fat 
and cholesterol, including a 
low-fat breakfast with 
Cheerios and skim milk, 
may lower your 
cholesterol and reduce 
your risk of heart disease. 


1998 Race In Review 


Hansen Captures Second Straight Fair Win 


Scott Hansen knows how to race around the track at 
the Minnesota State Fair, and he proved that again with 
his second straight ASA Fair win on September 7th, 1998. 
Hansen took the lead from NASCAR Super Truck regu- 
lar Tony Raines with 10 laps to go and had enough to hold 
off a fast-charging Gary St. Amant for his seventh ASA 
win of the season. 

One ofthe most exciting moments of the race occurred 
on lap 263, when Hansen and points leader St. Amant 
touched in turn two, sending St. Amant spinning. 

"Coming off of turn four and all along the straight- 
away, I was along side him," explained Hansen. *He's 
pretty notorious for just kind of coming back into the groove 


and expecting people to back out. When you're down to ` 


the end of the race, you've got to take it. It's too bad it 
happened that way. But, you know, like I say, when you’ re 
going to win a race, you're going to win a race and that's 
all that matters." 


The incident between Hansen and St. Amant did not 
end in turn two. Words were exchanged between the two 
after the race, as Hansen was greeted by a chorus of cheers 
and boos from the crowd in the grandstand. 

“They (the fans) all bought a ticket to see it no matter 
how it turned out,” said Hansen. “It’s too bad the incident 
happened, because the comments that were made were 
really stupid. What they don’t understand is that race track 
1s so slippery, that it's so hard to pass, that there's push 
and shove, give and take all day long. When it gets time to 
win a race, you do what you've got to do. If a guy wants 
to block or wants to run where you gotta be, you move 
him. That's the bottom line - get it done.” 

“We got together," noted St. Amant, who finished sec- 
ond. “It was close racing. I was right on Mike Miller's 
bumper. There wasn't no place to go. Scott got into the 


Words were exchanged. 
Martin De Fries photos 


back of me and got me turned sideways. I tried to save it, 
but it went on right around. We came in and got two right 
tires and thought we might have enough to catch him." 

Hansen was quick again after the race to give credit to 
his crew for tire strategy and various adjustments they made 
throughout the contest. “We made more changes on this 
car...they keep changing and I keep driving," noted Hansen. 
“If I ask for something and they say, ‘Maybe we should 
do this." There'salot more of them than there is me." 

In some respects, this year's race was almost a car- 
bon copy of last year, when Raines dogged Hansen over 
the final few laps, coming up just short. “We put rights on 
that last time," said Raines, who finished third. “We prob- 
ably should have put rears on. The other two guys that 
passed me did. We should have done that last year and 
gave the race away. I thought with them putting rears on 
and us putting rights on, we'd win the race. Top-3 two 
years in a row - could be a lot worse." 


Race notes 


Bradley killed in pit accident 


Chris Bradley, the crew chief for Adam Petty, was 
killed after suffering injuries during a routine pit stop late in 
the race. Bradley had apparently crawled under the front 
of Petty's car during a tire change. But through some ap- 
parent miscommunication, the jack was lowered while Bra- 
dley was still under the car. Petty's car then reportedly 
drove over Bradley. The crew chief was taken to Regions 
Hospital in St. Paul, where he later died. 


The high levels of emotion in the Petty pits after the 
accident were clearly evident, as crying crew members 
hugged each other, trying to figure out how something like 
that could have happened. Petty did continue the race 
and finished seventh. 


Paine runs well for first 100 laps 


Ifthe ASA race at the Fair were only a 100-lap con- 
test, Paul Paine would have been really happy. The 
Mound, MN driver qualified eighth and proceeded to 
hang with the leaders, running consistently in the top-ten 
for the first 110 laps before encountering brake problems. 


“Our right rear brake caliber broke," said Paine. “I 
ran most of the day without brakes. That's what killed us. 
Otherwise I think we would have been up there." Once 
Paine's crew made some adjustments to the brakes, he 
again ran well over the final 100 circuits. In a field domi- 
nated by cars with major sponsors and big financial back- 
ing, Paine continues to fund his team mostly out of his own 
pocket. It will be interesting to see how he and his team 
improve when they secure a major sponsor. 


Two top-10 spots for LaFavre Racing 


LaFavre Racing posted two top-10 finishes at the ASA 
race at the Fair. Joe Nott finished eighth, and John Sauter 
was tenth. 


"It was a fun day at the State Fair like it always is," 
said Nott. “It’s a tough track to get around, just hard to 
get any grip on it. It kind of plays into my favor, because 
I really like these kind of tracks. This track you really 
have to finesse the car and keep it underneath you all day. 
We had a close set-up. I don’t think it was a winning set- 
up. We just played with staggers a little all day and finally 
came up with something that worked decent for us." 


“The car would go from loose to tight...and (we) 
couldn't find a happy median until the final 35 laps when 
we were pretty fast," noted Sauter. Sauter said he had 
traded some notes about the race at the Fair with former 
LaFavre driver Kevin Cywinski but even that offered little 
help. “No comparison," noted Sauter. “We had a com- 
pletely different car than Kevin had the last time he was 
here. But we'll take tenth.” 


You Race. You Win. 
You Brag. 


ver wondered what it’s like to stand in the Winner’s 
H Circle? It's possible at NASCAR Silicon Motor 

Speedway, home of the hottest racing simulators 
around. Hop in one of our twelve 750-horsepower NASCAR 


stock cars, and you'll feel like a NASCAR Winston Cup Series 
driver reaching speeds up to 200mph. 


Located in the Mall of America, this entertainment 
phenomenon features 6,500 square feet of all the sights, 
sounds and excitement of auto racing that have made 
NASCAR the fastest growing spectator sport in the U.S. 


Bring your racing buddies and see for yourself why “This is 
Jeff Gordon is one of our biggest fans. absolutely 
the most 
MALL OF AMERICA realistic 
Bloomington experience 
3rd Floor, e 
South Entrance besides 
(612) 854-7700 actually 
© 1999 Silicon Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. being behind 
| the wheel of 
E = a race car. 
Racing so real you can feel it. 
Eee eee bh IM ` It's a ball!” 
Bring in this coupon and — Jeff Gordon 


5-time NASCAR 
Winston Cup 
Champion 


| VG One Passenger 
NIS Rides FREE! 
A 


1. 
/ Offer expires 1/1/2000 


Tentative Driver List 
Miller Lite 300 presented by Auto Value and Jani- King 
September 6, 1999 at the Minnesota State Fair 


No. Driver/Hometown Sponsor/Team Time Start Finish 
01 Jimmy Mars/EIk Mound, WI Parker Stores/LaFavre Racing Teams Chev. 
02 Andy Burgess/Fall Creek, WI Menard’s/JohnsManville Ford 

03 *Ken Alexander/Anderson. SC Greased Lightning Chev. 


07 Jack Landis/Angola. IN Adirondack/Noah Yoder/LA West/L&A Electric Ford Wilds A DE 
| 1 Mike Garvey/Muskegon, MI Tecumseh/LaFavre Racing Teams Chev. A KH IZ 
| 2 Chad Wood/Madison, WI Truck Doctors/Peel Motorsports Chev. | BZ y EL 
| 5 *Eddie Hoffman/Westchester, IL Structural Transport Ford o A WE 

6 Dave Sensiba/Middleville, MI Prestige Truck Accessories/Selective Services Pont. ll. CL, DEE 

7 Gary St. Amant/Columbus, OH Wynn's/Gainey Transportation/Lane Automotive Chev. KH CH A 

9 Tim Sauter/Necedah,, WI Build-A-Mold/Moldplas/Trimplas/Wehr's Chev. Mis A CL 


11 #Tristan Dupuis/Lansing, MI Go Go Auto Parts/Small Moves Moving Systems Pont. 
| 12 Kevin Nuttleman/Bangor, WI Wehr’s Truck Center/AFCO Racing Products Ford 
18 *Russ Tuttle/Indianapolis, IN Conseco Chev. 
18 Mike Miller/Woodstock, GA Jani-King Pont. 
22 *Rick Johnson/El Cajon, CA Nationwide Auction Systems/AFCO/Team Monte Carlo Chev. 
23 Rick Beebe/Merriam, KS Meijer/Freschetta/Banquet Foods Pont. 
28 *Tim Taylor/Indianapolis, IN E.M.A.S. Inc. Ambulance Service Chev. 
33 Greg Stewart/Four Oaks, NC Keener Lumber Co. Pont. 
37 David Anspaugh/Sturgis, MI Ist AYD/Anspaugh Racing Chev. 
Brandon Sperling/Y. Linda, CA McDonald's Drive-Thru/Crookston Poured Walls Chev. 
43 Pierre Goulet/Mason, MI Coleman Racing Products/Andrews Chevrolet Chev. 
44 Jimmie Johnson/El Cajon, CA PennzoiVAFCO/Team Monte Carlo/Herzog Chev. 
*Derrick Gilchrist/Raleigh, NC Greased Lightning Chev. 
58 Billy Turner/EI Reno, OK Rice-Turner Motorsports Chev. 
Rob Guthmiller/Minneapolis Guthmiller Motorsports Pont. 
72 Teddy Musgrave,Jr/Troutman, NC Generac/Zooropa Design/Performance Sports Chev. 
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71 #David Doran/Cincinnati, OH Lista/Doran Enterprises Pont. VE, GH WE 
78 Steve Holzhausen/Bangor. WI Wehr’s Machine/Lawson Products Ford DH A KH 
79 Travis Price/Oxford, GA QuickCar Racing Products/Baptist Rehab Clinic Pont, KH: VCH, A 
81 Harold Fair/Detroit, MI Diesel Repair Specialists/Frigidaire Home Products Pont. ` Vl). A 
82 Sam Gottwald/New London, MN ` Leon'sMotor Machine/Uncommon Inc. Ford WE KH LH 
88 Chuck Iten/Wayzata, MN Dupont Automotive Finishes/Iten Motorsports Chev. KL Who VA, 


92 Carroll Adamy/Columbus, NE Dorothy Lynch Gourmet Salad Dressing Chev. 
93 Alec Pinsonneault/Windsor, ONT Build-A-Mold/Moldplas/Trimplas Chev. 

98 Jerry Gille/Loves Park, IL Performance Products/EWT Inc. Chev. ^ 
99 Tony Raines Motorsports of Rice Lake Ford ^ 


* - Denotes Pat Schauer Memorial Rookie Candidate 
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Stock Car Classic - Past Winners 


1949 


1950 


1951 


1952 


1953 


1954 


1955 


1956 


1957 


1958 


Dick Trickle 


Tom Adelmann, Minneapolis 

'49 Kaiser 2:01:54.34 (200 laps) 

Art Lamey, Racine, Wis. 

"50 Plymouth 2:04:12.32 (200 laps) 
Wally Dahl, Minneapolis 

"51 Oldsmobile 1:34:45. 01 (200 laps) 
Chuck Magnison, Minneapolis 

"52 Hudson 2:17:27.82 (200 laps) 

Don White, Keokuk, Iowa 

"53 Oldsmobile 1:45:13.47 (200 laps) 
Don White, Keokuk, Iowa 

'54 Oldsmobile 1:51:37.40 (200 laps) 
Herschel Buchanan, Shreveport, La. 
"55 Thunderbird 1:50: 14.68 (200 laps) 
John Beauchamp, Harlan, Iowa 

"56 Chevrolet 1:50:53.37 (200 laps) 
John Beauchamp, Harlan, Iowa 

"57 Chevrolet No time recorded (350 laps) 
Ernie Derr, Keokuk, Iowa 

"57 Pontiac 2:52:17.91(350 laps) 


10 


1959 


1960 


1961 


1962 


1963 


1964 


1965 


1966 


1967 


1968 


1969 


1970 


1971 


1972 


1973 


1974 


1975 


1976 


1977 


1978 


1979 


1980 


1981 


1981 


1982 


John Beauchamp, Harlan, Iowa 

"57 Chevrolet 2:54:57.13 (350 laps) 
Sonny Morgan, Beaumont, Texas 
"59 Chevrolet 2:51:31.36 (350 laps) 
Buzz McCann, St. Paul 

Gol Ford 2:46:46.92 (350 laps) 
Mert Williams, Rochester 

"62 Pontiac 2:47:39.42 (350 laps) 
Dick Hutcherson, Keokuk, Iowa 
"63 Ford 2:43:38.16 (350 laps) 
Dick Hutcherson, Keokuk, Iowa 
"64 Ford No time recorded (400 laps) 
Ramo Stott, Keokuk, Iowa 

"65 Plymouth 2:47:14.05 (400 laps) 
Ernie Derr, Keokuk, Iowa 

"66 Dodge 3:31:54.68 (500 laps) 
Ramo Stott, Keokuk, Iowa 

'67 Plymouth 3:29:27.72 (500 laps) 
Ernie Derr, Keokuk, Iowa 

"68 Charger 3:23:37.94 (500 laps) 
Ernie Derr, Keokuk, Iowa 

"69 Charger 3:21:51.58 (500 laps) 
Ron Hutcherson, Keokuk, Iowa 

"70 Torino 3:20:44.50 (500 laps) 
Jim Sauter, Necedah, Wis. 

"69 Chevelle 3:28:35.96 (500 laps) 
Dick Trickle, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
"70 Mustang 3:22:35.94 (500 laps) 
Dick Trickle, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
"70 Mustang 3:49:45.26 (500 laps) 
Butch Lindley, Greenville, SC 

"73 Camaro 2:37:33.40 (400 laps) 
Buck Simmons, Baldwin, Ga. 

"69 Chevelle 2:35:15.97 (400 laps) 
Larry Detjens, Wausau, Wis. 

"74 Camaro 2:44:15.59 (400 laps) 
Ed Howe, Beaverton, Mich. 

"TI Camaro 2:03:01.74 (300 laps) 
Larry Detjens, Wausau, Wis. 

"78 Camaro 1:58:59.36 (300 laps) 
Mark Martin, North Liberty, In. 

"TI Camaro 2:13:21.53 (300 laps) | 
Bob Senneker, Dorr, Mich. 

"80 Camaro 2:13:21.53 (300 laps) 

Mike Miller, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 

'81 Camaro 2:01:01.48 (300 laps) 

Butch Lindley, Greenville, SC 

"82 Cavalier 2:22:42.51 (300 laps) 

Dick Trickle, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 

'82 Camaro 2:00:15.09 (300 laps) 
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1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 


1998 


1980 
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Butch Miller 


Jim Sauter, Necedah, Wis. 

"83 Camaro No time recorded (300 laps) 
Bob Senneker, Dorr, Mich 

"84 Firebird 1:59:07.99 (300 laps) 
Rained Out 

Mike Eddy, Midland, Mich 

"86 Camaro 2:12:46.43 (300 laps) 
Dick Trickle, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
'87 Camaro 2:08:32.21 (300 laps) 
Butch Miller, Coopersville, Mich. 

'88 Camaro 2:04:42.08 (300 laps) 
Scott Hansen, Green Bay, Wis. 

'89 Camaro 2:05:36.17 (300 laps) 
Butch Miller, Coopersville, Mich. 

"90 Chevrolet 1:59:11.68 (300 laps) 
Dick Trickle, Iron Station, NC 

92 Ford 2:00:17.15 (300 laps) 
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Dick Trickle, Iron Station, NC 

"91 Chevrolet No time; rain delay (300 laps) 
John Benson Jr., Comstock Park, Mich. 
"93 Chevrolet 2:17:21.35 (300 laps) 
Mike Eddy, Midland, Mich. 

"94 Pontiac 2:05:55.62 (300 laps) 
Bobby Gill, Dalton, Ga. 

"95 Pontiac 2:21:51.45 (300 laps) 

Mike Miller, Marietta, Ga. 

"96 Pontiac 2:11:07.14 (300 laps) 

Scott Hansen, Green Bay, Wis. 

"97 Chevrolet 2:12:00 (300 laps) 

Scott Hansen, Green Bay, Wis. 

"98 Chevrolet 2:23:31 (300 laps) 


Track records 
Single lap stock car record: 18.97 sec. (94.882 mph) 
set by Mark Martin, North Liberty, In., Aug. 30, 
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5 Miles east of Shakopee on Hwy. 101 across from Valley Fair 
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3/8 Mile paved oval, 20 miles south of the Twin Cities 
on 35W at Exit 76, then 1 mile west 


NASCAR Winston Racing Series Events 


NASCAR Winston Racing Series Events Sat. September 11 

Sunday Nights 7pm, April - September NWRS Season Championship 

Sun. September 12, 7pm Fri. & Sat. September 17 &18 

BISQUICK presents NASCAR WINSTON NWRS FALL FESTIVAL OF SPEED 

RACING SERIES SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP More than 10 Divisions of Cars Competing! 
Sun. September 26, 3pm Sun. September 19 

Miller Beer Enduro Series 250, plus Spectator | NWRS Rain Date (Sat. Sept. 18 Fall Festival oí 
Drags State Championship! Speed) 

Sun. October 17, 2pm Sat. September 25 


SMITH WINTER PRODUCTS, ASPEN/REACH EVE of DESTRUCTION (Bombers, Holl Over 

EQUIPMENT ENDURO RACE OF CHAMPIONS, | Contest, Enduro Figure 8, Cruisers, Flag Pole Race 

plus World Famous Figure 8 Trailer Race! Outhouse Hace, and a Special Figure 8 Trailer Race) 
/2 
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our records speak for themselves. 
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E 
55 Gallon Drums 
GT Plus 104 Octane Unleaded We ship Daily 


AME 2 x 110-112-116 Octane Leaded 1 -800- 522- 8531 
RACE EI 5]. methanol Conditioner 


Synthetic Gear Lube 1 -61 2-428-8456 


Special thanks to the great people at La Favre Racing for their help in creating this ad 
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Minnesota's Own: 


LaFavre Racing 


Change is not always easy. Lakeville, Minnesota-based 
LaFavre Racing has proven that, at times, over the past 
few years. In 1996, Kevin Cywinski won Rookie-of-the- 
Year honors while driving for LaFavre. One year later, he 
won the ASA cham- 
pionship. But 1998 
was a challenging 
year on a number of 
fronts. Accustomed 
to Cywinski's win- 
ning ways, LaFavre 
Racing struggled 
with Joe Nott in the 
driver's seat. More 
complications arose 
when John Sauter 
piloted a second 
ASA car for 
LaFavre late in the 
season. Before the 
final race of the sea- 
son, nearly everyone in the shop, including Nott and Sauter, 
had departed. 


This year has been a much happier one for everyone 
at House of LaFavre. Mike Garvey, the team's new ASA 
driver, finds himself in the midst of a championship hunt. 
Around the shop, there's a renewed enthusiasm and a feel- 
ing that the team is overcoming some mistakes that were 
made during the first half of the 1999 campaign. 


"| feel like we've let a lot of races slip away that we 
coulď ve won," says Mike Garvey. “We have to learn from 
the mistakes we made the first half (of the season). There 
are going to be mistakes with a first year team. We re all 
pretty new together, but we can’t let those mistakes hap- 
pen twice. If we cut those mistakes, I think we have a 
great shot at winning a championship. We know what we 
want to accomplish." 


“Mike has brought the leadership necessary to take 
this team to the next level," notes team owner Scott 
LaFavre. “He leads by example, hands on. He's the vet- 
eran we needed. I couldn't be more satisfied or proud of 
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my selection of Mike Garvey and the entire organization. I 
got everything I expected I was going to get when I hired 
Mike Garvey." 


Not everything has been perfect for Garvey and com- 
pany. The team suffered a number of mishaps during the 
first half of the season. Problems with the transmission, a 
loose wheel and clutch were just some of the complica- 
tions that kept Garvey out of Victory Lane earlier this year. 
It's not uncommon, 
though, for a new 
team to face these 
and other chal- 
lenges, especially 
when you have so 
many new people 
working together 
and attempting to 
get a feel for each 
other. 


“The camarade- " 
rie you build on a 
race team doesn't 
just happen over- 
night," acknowl- 
edges Garvey. “The comfort you have with a crew chief 
or a tire man or for them with me as a driver...everything s 
different, but you're really trying to mold that into one happy, 
cohesive package. I think we had some problems early, 
where the communication wasn't right. I was saying one 
thing, and it wasn't quite understood how it was meant. I 
think were getting rid of that now. We just have to have 
tunnel vision of what we want to get done." 


Garvey, like other current ASA drivers, admits that 
the competition with some of the newer drivers like Jimmie 
Johnson and Tim Sauter is as tough as its been in years. 
"Some guys (Mike Eddy, Bob Senneker, Scott Hansen) 
have left," notes Garvey. “Gary St. Amant was the cham- 
pion last year, and he's fifth or sixth in points this year (as 
of August 1, 1999). [ think that shows you right there that 
there's a lot of strong competition in ASA. The top twelve 
cars are capable of winning week in and week out. 


“When you get people who've been in the series fora 
long time, they may start getting a little complacent,” adds 
Garvey. “They get used to running up front. They kind of 
get stuck into what they" ve been doing. The new people 


come in and they're good and hungry. It raises the bar a 
little bit." 


One big change for Garvey this year is that he's around 
the car every day. He's in the shop, working with the 
team on a daily basis. 

"Everyone works real hard together, and we're open- 
minded about a lot of things," notes Garvey. “We’ll try 
something on the car, and we'll run out to Elko and prac- 
tice with it to see if we like it or not. To me that's a huge 
advantage. When I drove for All-Star Racing, I just met 
them on the weekend. When you get on a small banked 
track like (nearby) Elko, everything you do to the car is 
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magnified. The car has to handle right. You're not relying 
on banks to make the car feel good. A big motor doesn't 
help you at Elko. That's the big advantage to having the 
track right near (within minutes of the shop). We found 
about five or six things that I really liked by going over to 
Elko and testing." 


People on the outside are sometimes quick to criticize 
LaFavre Racing. It's a first-class operation that continues 
to field teams for different series, including ASA, NASCAR 
Re/Max Challenge and Busch Grand National. Why the 
criticism? Perhaps it's a misunderstanding, a bit of jeal- 
ously or perhaps some combination of both. The bottom 
line, however, is that House of LaFavre is the premier race 
shop in Minnesota and perhaps in the entire Upper Mid- 
west. Race fans should be appreciative of the steps team 


owner Scott LaFavre has taken to raise the level of racing 
in Minnesota. 


"Scott has been way above and beyond whatever I 
hoped for in a car owner," explains Garvey. "Scott will do 
anything for the team, for the people working for him. It's 
unbelievable! He doesn't try to short us. That's a huge 
burden off our shoulders. We know Scott's there, and 
he's serious and wants to win. It's really hard when you're 
pinching pennies to run up front. We don't have to do 
that. We watch the money and don't spend foolishly. 
We've had a few little problems, but the car has always 
been fast." 


Garvey enters this year's race at 
the Minnesota State Fair race with 
renewed expectations. Not only 
is he in the midst of a points battle, 
but now Minnesota is home to 
Garvey and his family not, to men- 
tion his race team. He has run at 
the Minnesota State Fair twice 
(1997 and 1998) but admits he 
struggled during both of those con- 
d tests. “What comes to mind when 
i I think of the State Fair race is how 
slippery the track 1s," says Garvey. 
“We roll in in one day, and the track 
has no rubber on it, no traction on 
it. It’s the longest 300-laps you'll 
ever race, because if your car's not 
good, it's a nightmare. We've been 
terrible twice. 


“Now that it'S our home track, it's very important," 
adds Garvey about the importance of the race at the Fair. 
“In the past, I' ve always just kind of looked at races like 
this as just another race. I try not to put one above the 
other. They all pay the same amount of points. That's why 
we're there. We're trying to win races and get points. I 
don’t think I feel any more pressure or any less pressure. 
It's our job, and it's what we're paid to do, to go to the 
race track, run up front, and win races. That's what Scott 
expects. 


“But now living here in Minneapolis and knowing how 
important it is to Scott to run well here, it’s become very 
big to us in a big hurry." 
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Reigning Champ Gary St. Amant 


Mark Strausser photo 


Gary St. Amant enjoyed a dream season in 1998, cap- 
turing the ASA ACDelco Series National Champion- 
ship. Over the course of the season, he won two races, 
captured five poles, 13 podium (top-three) finishes and 
18 top-10 finishes. St. Amant recently talked with us 
about his championship run, about this season and 
about a number of other racing matters. 


Q: Is ittougher this season to be on a roller coaster, know- 
ing you re defending a title? 


A: When it's all said and done and if we don't win the 
championship, then yes. Right now it doesn't matter. 
ľ m not even looking at the points, and I know we can 
still win the championship. A lot of that is because 
we've already done it. It's not just me; it's the entire 
team that feels that way. The things that are tough 
about it is you know everyone is gunning for you. 
There are a lot of teams that have really picked up this 
year. The competition is tough. 


Q: Is the competition some of the best it's been in re- 
cent years? 


A: I really think so. We used to be able, I’m not going to 
say take it easy, but we used to run 80-percent for the first 
half of the race with no problem and run up front. Now, 


you have guys like Jimmie Johnson and Derrick Gilchrist 
and Eddie Hoffman - those guys pretty much run wide 
open for the entire race. We've had to pick it up. 


Q: Was there a unique feeling you experienced at 
DeSoto (the season opener) when you strapped your- 
self in and knew that you were the defending series 
champion? 


A: Not really. It was just another race. I really didn't 
think about the defending champion part of it. It was 
just the beginning of a new season, and I was looking 
to do the same thing. I was watching John Force on 
t.v. in a video of him after his first championship. He 
said in his acceptance speech that when you win your 
first championship, you're a flash. When you win your sec- 
ond championship, now you've done something. That stuck 
with me, and I know I have that drive. 


Q: During the final few races last season, did you sense 
there was more pressure realizing that it was your champi- 
onship as long as you continued to perform consistently? 


A: One thing I thought about during the season was 
something I think Johnny Benson said: In order to win a 
championship, you must first lose one. I felt we had lost 
one. We had been in the hunt for a championship, so 
there didn't really seem to be that much pressure. It 
seemed that I knew the right things to do, because 
maybe I had done the right things before. In 1996, we 
were in the hunt...and if we had just finished where 
we were running at Topeka, we would have taken the 
points lead. And that was two-thirds of the way through 
the season. Instead I chose to drive off the end of the 
race track and ended up taking the worst crash that 
I’ve ever had in my career. The guy who was in charge 
of the sponsorship of Wynn's at the time told me the 
number one most important thing for a business, as far as 
what they want to get out of their deal, is winning the cham- 
pionship. He really laid into me after that race. Ever since 
then, I think I know what it takes to win a championship. 


Q: What makes the race at the Minnesota State Fair so 
special? 


A: The two races that I look forward to the most are 
Anderson and Minnesota. Two of the biggest reasons 
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are the 
son, it was the parade. With the fair going on, it is the 
biggest crowd we play in front of all year. Everyone is 
fired up. Most of us get into town early and take in the 
fair. It's a family weekend for us. 


Q: When you think back to last year's race at the Min- 
nesota State Fair - a race that saw you and Scott Hansen 
exchange paint on the track and words after the race - 
what do you think about? 


A: A great race. Just the way it all was. We had, I 
think, the car to beat pretty much all day. Hansen, as 
he had really done almost all year, comes from look- 
ing like a car that doesn't have a chance to win to be- 
ing the car that wins. In the middle of all that, there 
was some hard racing and a little bit of heat there at 
the end. That was in the heat of a battle. We were in 
the middle of the war, and that was a serious battle. 

I made a little joke with Scott at the banquet. I was on 
the stage and Scott started walking up on stage. I had 
this water squirt gun and started spraying water at him. 
Most people might not know that I threw some water 
at him (after the 1998 State Fair race), and it was kind 
of a funny thing that happened on the race track in the 
heat of the moment, in the heat of the battle. I don't 
think I’ve ever heard the people in the stands (make 
the noise) the way they did last year after the race. 
Unless Trickle won. 


Q: And you came back after spinning out between turns 
one and two. 


A: We came from a long way back with about 25 laps to 
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excitement, just what goes on. Inthe UIS — 


go. If there would have been another five laps, we 
would've gotten him. It was probably good that there 
wasn't another five. I probably would have used the 
bumper, because I felt that's what he had done. We're 
actually good friends. It was a laughing moment af- 
terwards, but at the time, it was fierce competition. 
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Q: Is it fairto say that that's something special about rac- 
ing? You can be real good friends with someone off the 
track, maybe skirmish a little on the track and still keep 
that friendship. 


A: That's one of the big reasons why I like the racing that 
I do. I know I could make more money if I went down 
south and got in with the right team. ASA racing and 
really short track racing in general, it's more like a family. I 
know the NASCAR people stick together, too. But in 
ASA, you just have the family thing. You can go out and 
race hard with each other...and you leave the stuff at the 
race track. We all talk about set-ups. My crew chief says 
I offer too much information. 


0: What are your goals beyond this season? 


A: T m content where I’m at as far as ASA. I would really 
like to do some Busch racing and Truck racing on short 
tracks and have the right equipment to run with the guys 
up front. If I don't do that, I’m real content with where I 
am in ASA. I know there's some Outlaw racing that pays 
real good money to win. The biggest thing is that we’ ve 
made racing a business, and we still have fun doing it. 
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Rick Beebe 


Hometown: Merriam, KS 
Birthdate: October 5, 1960 
Spouse: Lori 


ASA s “Rocket Man" is one of the top competitors challenging for the cham- 
pionship in 1999. In the last two seasons, he has finished fifth in the final AC 
Delco Challenge Series National Championship points standings and has 
two victories to his credit. Rick was the 1995 ASA Rookie of the Year. He 
split driving chores with Mike Garvey in 1996 and registered six top-10 
finishes. 


Mike Garvey 


Hometown: Muskegon, MI 
Birthdate: September 13, 1962 
Spouse: Lisa 


Mike moved to LaFavre Racing Teams for the 1999 season and scored a 
victory on April 10th at Peach State Speedway in Jefferson (GA). During 
the past two seasons, he drove for Gerry Gunderman and compiled four 
wins and seven top-five finishes. The highlight of the 1998 campaign was 
starting from the rear of the 27-car field at Nashville (TN) Speedway 

USA and charging to win the Music City event. 


Derrick Gilchrist 


Hometown: Raleigh, NC 
Birthdate: March 18, 1977 


A favorite in the chase for the 1999 ASA rookie honors, Derrick finished 
second in the 1998 final point standings in the All Pro Series. In his final 
year as a regular in that series, he drove a Robert Hamke-prepared 
Chevrolet to two victories, three poles and 11 top-five finishes. He has a 
total of six career wins to his credit and also spent time at the short tracks of 
North Carolina. He specialized at the tracks of Southern National Speed- 
way, where he won eight events. Gilchrist drives the Robert Hamke/Schrader 
Racing Chevrolet in 1999. 
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i Eddie Hoffman 


Hometown: Westchester, IL KI P G 
Birthdate: March 11, 1960 
ae 


BURGER 


Spouse: Donna 


| Eddie is an ASA rookie bidding for the Pat Schauer Rookie of the Year 
title in the Fanetti Motorsports Ford. The 1997 ARTGO champion fin- 
ished third in points last season. He won four times and finished in the 
top-five on 12 occasions. Hoffman earned the pole for ASA's 1999 event 
at Memphis (TN) Motorsports Park. His best finish has been a third-place 
at Desoto Speedway in Bradenton (FL). 


Jimmie Johnson 


Hometown: El Cajon, CA 
| Birthdate: September 17, 1975 


The second year driver impressed many in his first full season on asphalt 
oval tracks, where he captured Rookie of the Year honors, finished fourth 
in the national point standings and grabbed six top-five finishes. Pennzoil 
has joined forces with the former SODA off-road champion and Herzog 
s Motorsports for the 1999 season. Johnson recorded his first career win and 
the first for Herzog Motorsports at Memphis (TN) Motorsports Park in the 
seventh race of the season. 


Rick Johnson 


Hometown: El Cajon,CA 
Birthdate: July 6, 1964 
M Spouse: Stephanie 


Rick has prior success in motocross and remains active in the sport through 
his own motorcycle racing school. He has 37 career wins and is a two-time 
AMA National Champion. In 1995, he was Rookie of the Year and track 
champion in the Late Model Sportsman class at the .375-mile oval Cajon 
(CA) Speedway. Rick drives the number 22 AFCO Chevrolet for Herzog 


Motorsports. 
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Jack Landis 


| Hometown: Angola, IN 
Birthdate: June 13, 1964 
Spouse: Shelley 


Jack finished 10th in the ASA National Championship point standings in 
| 1998, posting five top-five finishes. Landis had a career-best second-place 
finish (to Mike Eddy) at Hawkeye Downs Speedway in Cedar Rapids (IA) 
and Jennerstown (PA) Speedway. The pilot of the Noah Yoder Ford led 160 
laps during the 1998 season and was named ASA's Most Improved Driver 


by his peers. He won the pole at the 1999 season-opener in Bradenton (FL). 


Mike Miller 


Hometown: Woodstock, GA 
Birthdate: October 28, 1945 
Spouse: Judi 


The 53-year-old veteran returned to ASA in 1993 following a 10-year ab- 
sence. He secured a second-career victory during 1996 and has notched 
nine wins in the last three seasons. He won the first two races of 1998 at 
Peach State Speedway in Jefferson (GA) and Langley Speedway in Hamp- 
ton (VA) and won again on the first night of the Michigan doubleheader at 
Tri-City Speedway in Auburn (MI). 


Tim Sauter 


Hometown:  Necedah, WI 
Birthdate: October 13, 1964 
Spouse: Chris 


Tim joined forces with Alec Pinsonneault, of A.P. Performance Racing, late 
in the 1997 season. After registering only five top-10 finishes the year be- 
fore, he produced 11 his sophomore season. Sauter captured his first career 
win at Desoto Speedway in Bradenton (FL) to open the 1999 season. He 
joins his father, Jim, and brother, Jay, as ASA race winners. The Sauters are 
the only family to have three members win an ASA National Event. 
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Dave Sensiba 


Hometown: Middleville, MI 
Birthdate: April 2, 1963 
Spouse: Kathy 


After two consecutive seasons in the sixth slot in ASA National Champion- 
ship points, Dave struggled through much of the 1998 season and received 
the Hard Luck Award at the National Awards Banquet. In 1998, he regis- 
tered four top-five finishes, including runner-up honors at Langley Speed- 
way in Hampton (VA) and La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway in West Salem 
(WD but suffered six DNFs. He formed his own team during the off season 
(Sensiba Engineering) and is searching for his first victory. 


em Gary St. Amant 


Hometown: Columbus, OH 
Birthdate: October 19, 1962 
Spouse: Traci 


Gary is the first ASA ACDelco Challenge Series National Champion to 
return and defend his crown since Mike Eddy notched his seventh title in 
1992 and returned the following season. St. Amant, who enters his third 
year in the Bud Gebben-owned Chevrolet, won the crown in 1998, recording 


» three victories in the process. With a win at Langley Speedway in Hampton 


m (VA) on May 23, 1999, St. Amant has eleven career wins, 18 poles and has 
c» finished in the top-10 in final points ten times in his 13-year career. 


Brandon Sperling 


Hometown: Yorba Linda, CA 
Birthdate: August 18, 1971 


E Brandon had a breakthrough year in 1997, when he had a career-best sec- 
ond place finish at Hawkeye Downs Speedway in Cedar Rapids (IA) and 
finished 11th in points. This season he is driving for Denny Crookston of 
| Kalamazoo (MD, with sponsorship from McDonald's Drive-Thru. Sperling 


EE wasnamed ASA's Most Improved Driver for 1997 by his peers. 
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College of ASA 


ASA Alumni remember racing at the Minnesota State Fair 


Ken Schrader 


“I liked going up to the Fair. The car won there the last Mark Martin 

two years with Scotty (Hansen) driving it. It's kind of neat 

when you first get on the track; it's like running on dirt, "It seemed like going to the big time for me for a kid from 
because it hasn't been run on in a Arkansas. The first time I went to race at the fair in "77,1 
year. When was just out of high school, and it was beautiful. One of 
they get it the prettiest race tracks I d ever been to. We ran good. It 
cleaned off, was a big deal. It was along way from home, a long way 
it makes for from Arkansas. Every time I went up there it was great. 
some good That was fun. It was awesome." 


racing." 


Rusty Wallace 


“I had really good luck at the Minnesota State Fair. I 
liked that place a lot. Back in my ASA days I ran there, 
and it was a blast. I miss it, and I’m pretty positive 
l'll get back to at least watch a race there and maybe 
even compete in one. We'll see what happens." 
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At Great Clips, we take pride in 
providing our customers with 
exactly the look they want. We 
want our customers to look and feel 


like a winner each and every time 


they visit Great Clips. We're proud 


to be the sponsor of Minnesota 
native, Christian Elder, who drove 
the Great Clips Pontiac to victory 

lane in the Goody's Dash Series 


200 in Daytona! 


Over 100 Great Twin Cities Area Locations 
Call 1-800- GREATCLIPS (473-2825) 


for the salon nearest you! 


1999 Intrepid ES 


2 Blocks south of 494 on Penn Ave., just west of 35W 
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Past Champion 


Johnny 
benson 


Johnny Benson has mixed emotions when he thinks 
about the ASA race at 
the Minnesota State 
Fair. On one hand, he 
won the race in 1993, 
his final yearin ASA and 
the same year he won the 
ASA championship. On 
the other hand, Benson's 
ASA crew chief, Chris 
Bradley, was killed dur- 
ing a pit row accident 
while crewing for Adam 
Petty during the State 
Fair race in 1998. 

Benson helped bring 
Bradley into the ranks 
of ASA, and Bradley 
was part of Benson's 
team that won the title in 
1993. “He had been in 
racing a little bit, and he 
came over and starting 
working on my car," 
said Benson. “I even- 
tually made him crew 
chief on my ASA car. 
We were together for 
two years, and we were 
fortunate enough to win 
a championship to- 
gether. The track has a 
lot of memories - both 
good and bad." 


On the good side, Benson's win at the Minnesota 


State Fair was one of many highlights during his champi- 


onship run of 1993. The winner at the ASA race at the 


Fair gets to ring the big bell on the podium after the race, 
and like almost any other ASA driver, ringing that bell has 


carried added significance for Benson. 

“We won a bunch of races (that season)," explained 
Benson. “Minnesota (State Fair race) was certainly one 
we wanted to win. We had finished good there in the 
past. l'd run in the top-three. But to go up there and ring 
that bell, that's the deal. I thought we got that thing. We 
got a small replica, but I thought they got a new one every 
year. That was great weekend for us and a great year. 

"[think it's one of the premier races,” observed Benson 
about the race at the Minnesota State Fair. "It's on a 
holiday (Labor Day). A lot of people show up. It’s a 
great facility for a track 
that runs only once a 
year. There are so 
many great fans there 
with the fair going on 
and everything that goes 
on around there. It'sa 
really hard day, because 
it's aone day, one race 
deal. You go into the 
garage at 5 o'clock in 
the morning, unload all 
your stuff and get warm- 
ups, practice, qualifying 
and the race all in one 
day. It's a pretty tough 
deal. I think that's why 
it was pretty satisfying to 
win it." 

Benson learned 
the hard way that wan- 
dering the Fairgrounds 
for an entire day, eating 
and drinking the best 
that Minnesota has to 
offer, can have its 
downside. 

“The first year I 
went, I got the oppor- 
tunity to walk around," 
remembered. “We 
came in a day early. I 
think the first year I did all that...the next day came and I 
was dead tired." 


Benson still speaks fondly of the time he spent in ASA. 
His success in the series was almost unparalleled for four 
years. He won Rookie-of-the-year honors in 1990, fin- 
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ished fourth in points in 1991, finished second two points 
behind Mike Eddy in 1992 and won the series in 1994. 

“I think ASA will prepare you for the competition (of 
Busch or Winston Cup)," explained Benson. “You ve got 
the pit-stops. You've got the longer races. The 
competition's been really good in ASA. I had a really 
good time when I was in it. I think it's a really good series 
to come up through. And some guys make a very good 
living staying in ASA. I had some opportunities to move 
on, so I tried them out." 

Since leaving the series after the 1993 season, Benson 
enjoyed success in NASCAR's Busch Grand National 
series. He was Rookie-of-the- Year in 1994 and won the 


series title the following year. Success, however, has not 
been plentiful since Benson moved to Winston Cup. He 
did win Rookie-of-the- Year in Cup in 1996 but is still 
searching for his first Winston Cup victory. He is now part 
of the Rousch Racing team that includes former-ASA 
champ Mark Martin and enjoys the sponsorship of Twin 
Cities-based General Mills (Cheerios, Betty Crocker, etc.). 

It's hard to explain how a driver who was so success- 
ful in ASA and Busch has struggled so much in Winston 
Cup. He's proven he has the talent to win, so it's probably 
only a matter of time before Benson and his Cup team find 
the right combination to return him to his winning formula 
that he honed during his ASA days. 
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Miller Lite 300 


presented by Auto Value Parts stores and 
Jani-King Commercial Cleaning Services 


WHERE & WHEN 
Minnesota State Fair Grandstand Speedway 
1 p.m., Monday (Labor Day) Sept. 6, 1999 


DISTANCE 
150 miles (300 laps) 


SANCTION 
American Speed Association - ACDelco Challenge 
Series 


SERIES 

This is event number 17 of the 20-event ACDelco 
Challenge Series. The Series is contested at 18 different 
tracks in 13 states for more than $3.1 million in prize 
and contingency money. 


SCHEDULE 
6:00 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 


Pit Gate Opens 

Box office and Grandstand gates open 
Practice begins 

P 

Cars on track 

Pre-Race ceremonies 

Miller Lite 300 begins 


10:30 a.m. 
12:15 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


POSTED AWARDS 
Purse 

Winner's Circle 
Rookie and champion 
Contingency awards 
Pace Setter Award 


$70,000 
$31,250 
$500 
$70,795 
$3,000 
Total posted awards $175,545 

ASA TRACK RECORDS 

One Lap - 18.97 seconds (94.882 mph) set by Mark 
Martin, Aug. 30, 1980 

300 Laps -1:58:59.36 (75.637 mph) set by Larry 
Detjens, Sept. 4, 1978 


PAST WINNERS of the State Fair Labor Day Classic 
Competing in the 1999 Miller Lite 300 
Mike Miller — (81,96) 


Pace Setter 
Award 


In addition to other posted awards, drivers in 
the 1999 Miller Lite 300 presented by Auto 
Value and Jani-King will compete for the Pace 
Setter Award. To win the award, a driver must 
win the race from the pole starting position. 
This year's award is worth $3000. 


The purse for the Pace Setter Award is 
cumulative, increasing by $1000 each year. 
The last person to win it was Mike Miller in 
1996. The award is sponsored by Lehman's 
Garage and Syverson Truck Center. 


Drivers who have competed in 


the most ASA events at the © 


Minnesota State Fair 
(Minimum nine races) 
21 - Mike Eddy 
21 - Bob Senneker 
20 - Dick Trickle 
16 - Harold Fair 
15 - Jay Sauter 
15 - Joe Shear 
14 - Tom Jones 
14 - Mark Lamoreaux 
13 - Butch Miller 
13 - Mike Miller 
13 - Kent Stauffer 
13 - Gary St. Amant 
12 - Scott Hansen 
11 - Steve Holzhausen 
11 - Dennis Vogel 
10 - Jeff Neal 
10 - Tony Raines 
9 -Steve Burgess 
9 -Mark Martin 
9 -John Ziegler 


Top-Five Finishes at the 


ASA race at the 
Minnesota State Fair 


14 - Bob Senneker 
11 - Mike Eddy 

9 - Dick Trickle 

7 - Mike Miller 

6 - Joe Shear 

4 - Scott Hansen 

4 - Butch Miller 

3 - Harold Fair 

3 - Mark Martin 

3 - Tony Raines 

3 - Gary St. Amant 
2 - Glenn Allen Jr. 
2 - Johnny Benson Jr. 
2 - Larry Detjens 
2 - Jim Sauter 

2 - Dave Sensiba 


: 2 - Rusty Wallace 
Drivers who have won Rn 


the most ASA races at the 1- John Anderson 
1 - Brett Bell 


1 - Rich Bickle Jr. 
1 - Steve Carlson 


Martin De Fries photo 
Darrell Waltrip's career has included one top-five 
finish in the ASA race at the Minnesota State Fair. 


Minnesota State Fair 


4 - Dick Trickle 1 - Bobby Dotter 
3 - Scott Hansen 1 - Bobby Gill 
2 - Mike Eddy 


1 - Junior Hanley 
1 - Tom Harrington 
1 - Steve Holzhausen 


2 - Butch Miller 
2 - Mike Miller 
2 - Bob Senneker 


1 - Johnny Benson Jr. 1- Ed Howe 

1 - Larry Detjens 1 - Alan Kulwicki 
1 - Bobby Gill 1 - Butch Lindley 
1 - Butch Lindley 1 - Ken Lund 

1 - Mark Martin 1 - Ted Musgrave 
] - Jim Sauter 1 - Joe Nott 


1 - Tom Reffner 


Starting positions of drivers 1 - Jay Sauter 
1 - Tim Sauter 
1 - Ken Schrader 


winning ASA events at the 


Minnesota State Fair 1 - Ted Smokstad 
1 - Bob Strait 
7 - 1st (96, 95, 91, 88, 87, 83, 79) 1 - Kenny Wallace 
5 - 3rd (97, 94, 89, 9/81, 8/81) 1 - Darrell Waltrip 


1 - 2nd (78), 4th (86), 6th (82), 10th (93), 21st (92), 1- Dave Watson 
25th (90), 34th (84), 37th (80), 7th (98) 1- John Ziegler 


* A Look Back" 


An Oral History by Gale Frost 


Sig Haugdahl 


He came here from Norway when he was 
19 years old. He raced motorcycles at 
Southern Minnesota race tracks to start his 
racing career. Then he got a Fiat car. Be- 
cause nobody could fix it, he got it for noth- 
ing. He raced up here and became very 
'opular. He was the IMCA champion and 
ften the feature driver at the Fair. 
Taugdahl was a cigar-smoking tough little 
'orwegian. Real tough. He would race with 
in unlit cigar in his mouth. He would clamp 
down on the cigar, so he wouldn t bite his 
tongue. He had an accident one time, rolled 
his car over and came out of the car with 
the cigar still in his mouth. 
He dreamed of breaking the world's one mile 
straight-away record. He built a car in 
Ormand Beach, Florida. He got into the car 
and ran it 180 mph. It was timed by the 
Mayor of Daytona Beach and by a couple 


other officials. But AAA, at the time, SS D Kr? Hay 
f 
thought all these drivers were outlaws. So Ň y a 


they didn't recognize the record. We recog- 
nize it here. 


Johnny Beauchamp 


He was very well known. He raced here at Johnny Beauchamp in 1957 (above). 


the Fair quite a lot. He hit the wall one 
time. I was with him when he came back 
years later and showed an official the dent 
in the wall that was still there. 


Bob Potter recieving assistance (below). 


* F. 


Bob Potter 


He was around here for a long time as our 
announcer in the Grandstand in the 
evening. One instance that I remember very 
well - each year, he and his men used to 
bring the bell from the museum to the track. 
It got to the point when the bell got too big 
for the museum, so I told him to not bring 
it to the museum. 

He was a good racer, too. He was the first 
racer to have two-way communication. 
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The Sophomore Sensation 


Jimmie Johnson 


Mark Strausser photo 


Jimmie 
Johnson's 
star contin- 
ues to rise. 
The 1998 
Pat Schauer 
Memorial 
Rookie of 
the Year 
captured his 
first-ever 
ASA win 
earlier this 
season in 
Memphis. 
He has been 
in the midst 
of the points 
chase for 
most the 
season. 
There's no 
doubt he has 
successfully 
made the 
transition 
from dirt 
racing to 
asphalt. We 
spent some 
time talking 
with 
Johnson 
about his 
progression 
in stock car 
racing. 


Q: What is your overall impression of your second season 
in ASA compared to your rookie season? 


A: It's been a real fun and learning experience for me. 
I kind of still feel like a rookie in some aspects. Com- 
ing back to each track a second time is a big help, but 
it's like l'm looking at them through different eyes now. 
Now that I've got a little better feel for the car and 
have a little better idea of what to expect when we get 
to the track, they seem different than they did last year, 
they drive different, and I’m a lot more comfortable 
on them. Some of the set-ups I had last year don't work 
this year, because I wasn't necessarily driving the car 
properly last year. 


Q: When you look back to last season and winning 
Rookie-of-the- Year honors, is it possible to pick one 
moment that really sticks out in your mind? 


A: I finished second a couple of times. We finished 
second at Nashville in a hard-fought battle with Mike 
Garvey, and we almost won that one. Finishing on the 
podium with Scott Hansen and Gary St. Amant was 
real big to me. But I guess the biggest thing to me was 
knowing that I successfully made the transfer from off- 
road dirt racing to asphalt. I had a question mark in 
my mind whether I would be able to calm down enough 
to drive consistent on an oval. Now that I’m on asphalt 
and not dirt, I have to be careful with the tires and treat 
them right. 


Q: Was that a big transition? 


A: Yes, it was. The biggest thing within that was learn- 
ing to drive a tight race car; I had always driven a loose 
car. Last year we came to the track and regardless of 
what we did, the car was still too tight. We'd loosen it 
up and loosen it up. It's what I needed to get around 
the track. This year, I' ve learned to drive a tight race 
car. 
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Q: Let's talk a little about the race at Memphis this year, 
your first-ever ASA victory. Take me through those final 
few laps that were dogged by cautions. 


A: Man, there were way too many late-race cautions. 
There must have been two or three. We had a great car 
there when we unloaded. Once it came time to go rac- 
ing, the car was just phenomenal. We set a good pace 
and found ourselves in the lead right away. J t 
race wore on and we got down to the closi 
could see the leader board and see 
down. We had a pretty good | 
the caution would come out. 
don't do thisto me." I was 
we would go green a 
out. Fortunately, wt 
starts, m hank ] 
been z a close friend and has | 

restai 1 ed out every trick I had in 
the book to make sure I got a good jump on those guys. 


at times, an 
e n, ple 


YUV, JU 


0: You mention Ron Hornaday. Do you have other 
drivers you look up to or who have helped you along 
the way? 


A: I’ve run some Busch races this year. Dale 
Earnhardt, Jr. has been a big help, and I know Adam 
Petty from running ASA. I was really surprised how 
the NASCAR community accepted me. I thought be- 
ing from California and not being in a NASCAR tour- 
ing series, they might give me the cold shoulder. I’ve 
been lucky to have nothing but compliments and help 
and have been accepted real well by everybody. I think 
that's a big tribute to ASA and the respect NASCAR 
has for it. So many good drivers, crew members and 
crew chiefs have come out of here (ASA) and been 
successful. I really enjoy seeing the young guys do 
good. I imagine my view of that will change as I get 
older; UU want the old guys to do good. All us young 
guys are out here trying to prove ourselves and let ev- 
erybody else know we can do it. 

Q: I know from talking with some other ASA veterans 
that they appreciate your style of racing. They say 
you make them run hard 100-percent of the time. 


A: I’m glad they think that. There are a few guys out 
there like Garvey, Tim Sauter, St. Amant and Miller - 
you can’t give them an inch. I race them like they race 


ps SE A bo 


me. There are some guys who, if you're in the front, will 
give you a poke to loosen you up. You do the same back. 
Trying to bring the car home in one piece is the key. I’m 
trying to be careful and not be too aggressive and think of 
the big picture of points, too. 


Q: Do you feel you're getting the respect from other 
drivers? 


ome. I think a lot of it has to do 
rew chief. He's been in 
vers that he's associated 


EL Mem a óg 
rivers anc 
"is ie Nie; 

' "mh 
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Fair las iu | 


A: It's a frustrating track. It tears the tires literally off 
the car. For me, last year with my style and aggressive- 
ness, I think it kind of hurt me. I was really excited to 
come there, seeing how many people were in the stands 
and how big a race it was for us. I’m excited to go 
back. The race has so much prestige to it that I’d like 
to win it and ring the bell. 


Q: What will you take from racing there last year and 
apply to this year's race? 


A: Just knowing what the surface does to the tires. 
You have to plan ahead for the tires you put on. That 
all plays into how you're set up on your last set when 
you re going for the checkers. That's a big thing I’ve 
understood this year. 


Q: In a nutshell, what are some of your immediate goals 
and some of your long-term goals? 


A: I want to win some more races this year and really 
feel we have a chance to win the championship this 
year. l'm racing against a lot of guys with a lot of ex- 
perience, and just being my second year, I can see how 
important that experience is. 

Long-term, I’m going to run four more Busch races this 
season and run a full season of Busch next year. I would 
like to get down there and be successful week in and week 


out. 
Mark Strausser photo 
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Born: New Prague, Minnesota Martin De Fries photo 
Current Residence: Woodstock, Georgia 


Favorite memories of the Minnesota State Fair Race: “The first thing that comes to mind is Larry 
Detjens. When we won back in 1981, I felt like Larry was riding with me. He had lost his life that year, and I was 
very distraught about it. He and I had done a tremendous amount of racing together. Winning for the first time at the 
Fair was a very poignant situation. The other thing that comes to mind are the trophies, the bells. I’ ve got two of 
them now. I kept one for myself and gave the other to my parents, which they proudly display at their home in 
Daytona Beach." 


Thoughts on the New Prague contingent of Mike Miller fans (usually wearing red) at the 
Fair: “That whole New Prague bunch are big race fans. Coming back, I’m kind of in my second career here, and it's 
really great to have established that following." 


Biggest career wins in ASA: “1 think the most outstanding victory was winning the Minnesota State Fair in 
1981. Then I would say the second one was winning the second time (in 1996). And the third one was this year at 
Anderson, Indiana, because we had always struggled at Anderson and never had been able to finish a race there." 


Memories of beating the likes of Trickle, Martin and Schrader in the 1996 race at the 
Minnesota State Fair: “Those guys put their pants on one leg at a time, too. So much of the sport depends on 
the car. You can be the best driver in the world, and if you don't have the car, then you can't win. Conversely, you can 
be an average driver in a good car, and you can win. You can t just traipse in for a one-day show and expect to win the 
race." 


On ASA: “1 just really like the people. I think Rex, Brain and Becky Robbins are what really make it great. I 
honestly believe in my mind that for the money spent (in ASA), you get the best return." 
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It's Official!!! 


ASA / GM Motorsports Tab LS1 V8 For 2000 


By Mike Miller 


After months of speculation, testing and on-track activity, 
officials of the American Speed Association and GM 
Motorsports formally announced that the high-perfor- 
mance, factory production LS1 V8 engine will be the 
powerplant for the ASA ACDelco Challenge Series be- 
ginning in the year 2000. 


ASA President and Founder Rex Robbins made the 
announcement during a press conference on Saturday af- 
ternoon, July 10th, prior to the Pontiac Excitement 250 
from Hawkeye Downs Speedway in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


"ASA has been involved in several major research 
and development projects over the past 32 years," Robbins 
stated. “ But none as monumental as the LS1 V8 Engine 
Project with GM Motorsports. Based upon what we be- 
lieve, and what we have seen, I am here today to an- 
nounce that the LS1 V8 engine will be the engine for the 
ASA ACDelco Challenge Series for the year 2000, and 
beyond!” 


my 


Illustration by Kristopher Julius 


"It's appropriate that we make this announcement here 
in Cedar Rapids," Robbins continued. ‘Twenty two months 
ago, Herb Fishel and I first met here at Hawkeye Downs 
Speedway, and it was at that time that the topic of a fac- 
tory produced engine, running in ASA, was first men- 
tioned.” 


Joining Robbins during the press conference were Herb 
Fishel, Executive Director for GM Motorsports, and Rick 
Dunagan, Director Product Marketing and Customer In- 
terface, GM Powertrain, the General Motors Division 
which will manufacture the engines for ASA. 


Noting the ever-changing face of motorsports, Fishel 
admitted that the landscape of auto racing is changing dra- 
matically and the changes are being driven by the fans. 


“Fans are looking for close competition, lead changes 
and passes," said Fishel. “With the amount of leisure time 
being reduced, fans are looking for an enjoyable form of 
entertainment without devoting a lot of time. 


"ASA provides a compact, efficient and exciting show," 
he said. This is a development that will provide entertain- 
ment, be cost-efficient for the competitors and will pro- 
vide marketing and technical linkage back to the produc- 
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tion automobile." 


Fishel said the development and the naming of the LS 1 
V8 engine would be a significant advancement for the 21st 
century in auto racing. 


"ASA has long been recognized as being on the lead- 
ing edge when it comes to running a race, the cars and 
entertainment," Fishel said. “They have been out-front when 
compared to other organizations." 


Rick Dunagan, Director of Product Marketing and 
Customer Interface for GM Powertrain, which is the GM 
Division that will manufacture the engines for ASA, said 
the engine used in the ACDelco Challenge Series next year 
will be very similar to what is currently used in production 
automobiles. 


“It is the foresight of ASA to bring fuel injection and 
electronic timing to auto racing," said Dunagan. “With only 
the change of a few parts, this engine would be similar to 
what is available in a Chevrolet." 


The formal announcement came after three successful 
phases of testing the high-performance, factory produc- 
tion engine and nearly two years of planning. 


Phase One of the durability testing for the LS1 V8 
engine, conducted prior to any of the on-track testing, 
consisted of over 50 hours of engine dyno testing, the 
equivalent of one full season of competition for a standard 
20-event ASA racing season. Following the dyno testing, 
the engine was disassembled and thoroughly examined. 


Phase Two of the LS1 V8 durability testing, the on- 
track evaluation, was completed the week of May 10th at 
Hawkeye Downs Speedway, with Defending ACDelco 
Challenge Series Champion Gary St. Amant, Herzog 
Motorsports Driver's Jimmie Johnson and rookie Rick 
Johnson handling the test-pilot responsibilities. Over the 
course of four on-track test sessions, nearly 3000 miles 
were logged, again, all on the same engine. The 3000 miles 
also represent the equivalent of an average 20 event ASA 
racing season. 


The engine program is an integral element of ASA's 
PROJECT 2000. PROJECT 2000 is a priority objective 
of both ASA and GM Motorsports, addressing such is- 
sues as safety, the environment, educational issues and 


economic issues. The project centers around the 

LS1 V8 high-performance factory production engine, its 
ability to bring current technology into today's stock car 
racing arena, and its influence on each of the previously 
listed issues. 


ASA file photo 


Minnesota's Ted Smokstad (above) was the first 
driver to compete with the LS1 V8 in a live race situ- 
ation earlier this season in Michigan. 
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